
Response to 

Intervention (RtI) at 

Chisago Lakes 

Middle School 

Q: How does the school determine my 

child needs extra help? 

A: In most cases, we use data we have 

collected through district assessments 

or ongoing data collection such as of-

fice discipline referrals in the case of 

behavior. 

Q: How can I help my child be more 

successful in school? 

A: Read with your child.  Because we 

measure students’ reading fluency oral-

ly (out loud), it is best to have your 

child read aloud during your reading 

time.  Use math in real world settings 

(e.g. cooking and baking, gas station, 

grocery store).  Check out the CLMS 

website (click parent information, then 

resources) for websites and other re-

sources you can have your child prac-

tice at home. 

Q: Will my child miss other classes if 

they participate in RtI interventions at 

CLMS? 

A: Yes- particularly if students are in 

need of extra academic support.  

While we do our best to ensure RtI 

interventions do not interfere with 

students’ schedules, it is sometimes 

necessary to make core academic areas 

such as reading or math priorities over 

elective choices.   
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CLMS uses a variety of interventions as 

part of the RtI process.  These re-

search based interventions are flexibly 

applied based upon the needs of stu-

dents.  Under RtI, the students with 

the most significant needs receive the 

most intense services.  Interventions 

are divided into three tiers: 

Tier One: 

These are supports all students receive 

to further their academic performance 

and pro-social development.  Examples 

include our core connect curriculum, 

our Olweus anti-bullying curriculum, 

using a logbook, and participation in 

general education curriculum. 

Tier Two: 

These are supports for students need-

ing an extra boost.  Examples of this 

would be our check and connect pro-

gram, participation in an RtI math or 

RtI English class, or reading fluency 

interventions. 

Tier Three: 

These are our most intensive services 

and are individualized to meet stu-

dents’ needs.  Students in this tier of-

ten require the support of special edu-

cation. 

RtI at a Glance 

RtI Interventions 

Check and Connect 

Check and connect is a 

program designed to help 

students become engaged 

in their performance at 

school.  The program 

uses goal setting, com-

munication with parents, and developing a per-

sonal relationship between the student and the 

check and connect coordinator as tools to help 

students achieve better outcomes. 

RtI Math and RTI English Classes 

These classes give students an extra boost of 

math or English so they can catch up with grade 

level targets.  Students in RtI English receive an 

extra class period daily, while students in RtI 

math receive an extra math class every other 

day. 

Reading Decoding Classes 

The goal of decoding classes is to help students 

become more fluent readers.  We measure 

students’ reading skills through a standardized 

measure called oral reading fluency.  Students 

receive explicit practice and feedback on their 

reading skills through a research based program 

called Direct Instruction.  Students typically 

receive a reading decoding class every day. 

RtI Interventions (continued) 

Reading Fluency Interventions 

These interventions are relatively quick 

(usually 10-15 minutes) and are delivered 

one on one.  Fluency interventions are 

designed to help students improve their 

reading in specific areas like error rates, 

overall speed, and the rhythm of reading 

(called prosody).   

Behavior Report Cards 

These are for students needing extra feed-

back on their behavior or task completion. 

The team works with teachers and par-

ents to identify a few key areas in which a 

student needs to improve.  As they go 

through their school day, Students receive 

feedback from teachers in target areas.    

Often, rewards and consequences are 

applied depending on students’ ability to 

meet their goal/s. 

Math Labs 

Math labs are offered for students in need 

of additional math practice.  Students typi-

cally participate in math labs 2-3 times per 

week for 25—50 minutes.  Students work  

with teachers to obtain additional practice 

through direct skill instruction, review, or 

a web based program called ALEKS. 


